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Government

Legion Report Blames
Politics and Red Tape

For Alleged Failures

Request Made for $10,000,000 Appropriation to Equip
Hospitals Now Being Constructed—Institutions
Said to Have Been Badly Placed

By Associated Proes

New Orleans, October 15.—Request for a $10,000,000 appropriation
to equip hospitals now being constructed and to build additional hospital
for neuro-psychiatric patients is contained in the report of the American
Legion's commission for rehabilitation, to be laid before the fourth na-
tional convention of the legion tomorrow by Col. A. A. Sprague, head of
The report criticises the government
achievements to date in caustic language,

the rehabilitation commission.

“The story of hosapital con-
struction by the government wup
to date,” declarex the report,
“judging by actunl results is =
tragedy for the sick, a discredit
to the government, and an af-
fromt to the American Legion.
There is not a redeeming feature
in 1ty politles, promises, plans,
failure 'o prepare anything buat
alibis in advance, red tape, ex-
vunes and contentions, conspired
1o defeat the actual providing of
needed heds,

“It Is sincerely hoped,'" the report
ocontinues, *“that this mnation will
benefit by the mistakes, the somea-
times hideous errors of the past four
Years, and that there will bhe a deci-
give awakening of the public eon-
sciencs that will right the wrongs
here recited and carry on the pro-
gram and work outlined by the
American Legion."

The report, after commending Con-
gress for enacting beneficlal law,
execrates Individual congressmen
and senators for what it terms “thelr
endeavors to locate hospitals where
they cannot be used, and to keep
hospitals where they are not needed,
and to secure employment for their
frisnds.”

Presgident Harding, the report as-
serts, decided after conferring with
the United States Veterans' bureau,
to appoint "co-operative ocommittees
on rehabllitation” in varlous dls-
triots, to be made up of repressnta-
tive cltizsens and ex-service maen.

No Action Taken
““Thess co-operative committeesy’

tha report declares, “would have
helped to make a success of the re=
habilitation program. The request

for approval of this resolution has
been on the desk of the President
gince June. Up to the date of the
writing of this report, no action has
heen taken.

“At the end of five years,” declares
the Bpregue reapors “the government
will have spent as much in hospital
construction and rental as was orlg-
inally estimated and requested In
1919. In the memorial during the pe-
riod when thess beds were most
badly needed, when they would have
helped to pay the debt this country
owed the men who had given most,
they were lacking.

“What was the subatitute?

“Hotels, sanitariums, nitrate plants,
grivate homes, Inebriate asylums and
orphanages were purchased and re-
modeled and added to public health
hospitals, army cantonments and
posts to consgtitute the present gov-
ernment-owned hospitals.

Heda Badly Placed

“On September 15, 1922, there were
5,222 beds in leased hosplitals and
1.814 beds, temporary facilities, on
govarnment-owned properties. There
were 7,974 patients in contract hos-
pitals, 2,695 in tuberculosis, 4,123 In
neuro-psychlatrie hospitals, and
1.166 in general and surgical hos-
pitals.

“Unoccupied beds? Tes, a lot of
them. Ten thousand of them at that
date., Most of them useléss be-
causs badly placed.”

On Armistice Day (1918), the re-
port declares, there were 334,000 men
eick and wounded In army hospitals
in this country and with the Amer-
fean expeditionary force in Franoce.

“Back home,” the report asserts,
“yery little thought had been given
to the men who traded thelr strong
minds and bodies and vallant spirits
for vietory and peace. One billion
dollars was voted by Congress to
pay for unfilled war contracts can-
celed at the armistice, Apparently
many were so busy trylng to figure
out how much the government owed
them for canceled contracts that
they didn't have time to think of the
hospitals that should have been con-
structed.”

Attacks Statement

Referring to thes statement of
Brig. Gen. C. E. Sawyer, personal
physiclan to President Harding, re-
garding vacant beds, the report says:

“I feel very strongly that the ill1-
considered use of figures and state-
ments that are not capable of proof
in regard to adequate facilitles and
proper carg of dlsabled ex-service
men will do Incalculable harm, as
they are bound at first to mislead
the public, and later, when they have
been disproved, as they must be by
the legion, it will shake confidence
in the administration and the integ-
rity of its assertions that it is doing
everything In its power to give
proper hupiul facilities, treatment
and care."

The report eulogizes many of the
employss of the United States Vet-
»rans’ bureau for “unseifish and ef-
ficient efforts Im behalf of the sol-
diers” and criticlses other employes
o bureau, asserting that they re-
the bureau as “an organisation
existing for itself, and loyalty to fit,
or work within It as of superlor im-
portance to those blg human needs
for which the bureau is organized.”

GANNON CALLS ON
UNITED STATES T0
SAVE ARMENIANS

Urges Government to Take
Action at Coming Near
East Parley—Criticises
Foreign Policy

By Assoclated Press

Chicago, Octeber 15—Urging that
the United States take effective ac-
tlon at the coming conference of the
powers on the Turkish situation to
free the Armenians from Turkish.
rule, Bishop James Cannon of Rich-
mond, Va. of the Methodist Episcc-
pal ehurch, south, tonight dispatched
a telegram to Secretary Hughes In
which he oriticlaed the government
for not protecting the people of
Smyrna from the Turks.

At tha time of the Greek defeat
Bishop Cannon was In Ccnstantino-
ple and rushed to Smyrna just after
ft was burned. At that time he sent
a cablegram urging that the govern-
ment “co-operate actively, not only
diplomatically, but, if necessary, with
the army and navy' to protect the
refugees, Becretary Hughes replied
that “not only have we dona all that
is possible for rellef and in aid of
the refugees, but we have exerted
our influence against all acts of
weruslty .and oppression.’

‘hange Code

In his latest message the bishop
asgerted that armed Intervention at
Smyrna in the Interest of humanity)
could have been taken without mak- |
ing war on Turkey and only te pro-
tect the refugees. He said that de-
structitn of Smyrna presented the |
greatest tragedy in history since the
Romans destroyed Carthage, and
pointed: to the Intervention of the
United States in Cuba at the time of
the war with Spaln,

“If the civilized countries of the |
world, including the United States, |
are bound by such a code of Impotent,
heartless neutrality Involving utter
inability to protect from such erimes, |
then Smyrna calls in agonized tr.mea,
for immediate revision of that code, !
and such provisions mads for the fu-.
ture protection of minorities as ctn-l
not ba brushed aside when such out-
rages agninat minorities cecur,” the!
message sald,

Bishop Cannon urged that the gov-
ernment take action at the cumlnxi
European conference to protect the
rights of American citizens, secure a
national home for the Armenian peo-
ple and also ¢btain protection of
property and lives of all minorities
in Turkey.

TWO ARE KILLED IN
HEAD-ON COLLISION

P
Rosktn’ Pt 1

Two persons were killed and one
seriously injured when two traine
of the Lake Erie and Weatern
rallroad collided head-om here
this morning.

fireman of one of the trains, and

an ddentified 1 i known

by the name of Brady. Johnm

Wakely, nlse of Tipton, Ind.,

wan injured badly.

The trains were traveling *light,”
having only engines and cabooses,
when an apparent misunderstanding
of orders caused the westbound train
to crash Into an eastbound train.
Neither train carried passengers.

Both locomotives were demolished
and Fireman Reaves of the eastbound
train, which had the right-of-way,
was killed instantly and Brakeman
Wakely critically hurt, The transient
who was killed, was riding on the
engine fender of the easthound train.

The crew of the westbound train
escaped by jumping.

TWO STILLS DEATROYED

Talladega, October 15.—(Special.)—
Two stills In the mountains not far
from Salt Creek church, were raided
by Sheriff J. C. Cornett and Deputy
Perry Campbell, with two federa] of-
ficers. Both of the stills were cf 60-
galion capacity and one was & com-
plets copper one and the other was
made of sinc, Five or six hundred

gallons of beer was destroyed at
each place, No arrests wers mads.

Fire Damage at I. C. Freight
House Estimated at $7,500

Fire of an unknown origin did
damage to the extent of approxi-
‘mately $7,500 to the freight shed of
the Iilinois Central freight houss en

First unuc u:a th astreet, |
m ;u:i L ht cars
y morning. m'l%u ma. it is

in one 6f the meveral box

cars which were standing on a side
track In the yards adjoining the

the cars, About six in mum-
ber. were loaded with cotton, amnd
hree wers practically consumed.
wever, tha cotton was taken out
of the elu berun the fire had

"'&" m..:-w- ot

eotton which
e cars, 177 were

more or less damaged by firs and
water. Fire officials estimated
about §25 damage to each bale,

The fire alarm was turned In

ort 4:50 o'clock, and was answered
fire companles No. 1, 2, 4 and 6.
to the quick work of the fire-
ﬂt‘. which had gained cll:n-
Wﬂy along the nsides
and was spreading
llle nearby, WAs
reached the main
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FRENCH AVIATORS |
UNABLE TO EQ
AMERICAN RE

Foreign Officials Claim Flight
Was Conducted Under Dif-
ferent Conditions From
That at San Diego

By Associsted Freas

Le Bourget, France, October 15.—
The French aviators, Lieutenant
Bossoutrot and M. Drouhin, who as-
cended in a Goliath biplans at 6:13
Saturday morning in an attempt to
beat the American duration flight
made at San Diego, Cal.,, by Lieuts.
John A. MacReady and Oakley Kelly,
landed at 4:27 this afternocon, hav-
ing remained in the air 84 hours, 14
minutes and 32 seconds. They failed
to equal the Americans’ record, which
was 35 hours, 16 minutes and 30 sec-

onds,

The French Aerial federation, how-
ever, conslders the mark set an of-
ficial world's record, contending that
the American flight was conduoted
under such conditions as will not bs
accepted by the International fed-
eration.

“I have been to America and half-
way back again,” Lisutenant Bossou-
trot sald, as he alighted from the
plane wrapped up in heavy fura. The
aviators were forced to land through
lack of gasoline. When informed his
performance did not break Mac-
Ready's record, Bossoutrot remarked:

“I dont' ses how he ocould do it
with the gas he is reported to have
had abogrd.”

The Gollath traveled 35,200 miles,
nccording to the instruments, and re-
mained within 600 to 1,000 feet altl-
tude for the first 12 hours. When
the gasoline load lightened It as-
cended to 5,000 feet and remained
there Sunday. It always kept within
glght of the walls of Paris and was
in constant communleation by wire-
less with Le Bourget

Droubin Revives

At midnight, after being in the alr
18 hours Drouhin complained of
eramps, owing to cold coffe. Bos-
soutrot took command, remalning at
the helm seven hours. Hs was then
almost exhausted and aroused Drou-
hin from the camp bed within, say-
ing: “Thers is plenty of gas left.
shall' we land? I am finished.™

At this time they weres within
sight of Le Bourget, but Drouhin re-
vived at the thought of landing. Phy-
sical endurance proved wsuperior to
mechanical devices as the engine
gave out before the pllots, although
Bossoutrot was a sorry looking
sight, with bloodshot eyes and puffed
face from the extreme oold. Drouhin
staggered from the fuselage, where
he had been attempting to repalr the
laft motor. This motor dled about 4
o'clock and the plane continued Its
| fiight with only the right motor 27
minutes longer.

The French Aerlal federation an-
nounced that there was mnot the
glightest doubt that the record would
be ratified. The aviators complled
with all the regulations of the aero
club and wers In communlcation with
Eiffel Tower every half-hour. While

RS
AL

'not questioning the Amerlcan record,

the federation considers that until
further advices come from America,
this flight will be regarded as a
world's record.

ADVANCE IN PRICE
OF FARM PRODUGTS
FEATURE OF WEEK

Domestic Crop Estimates
Show Little Change—Gov--
ernment Bond Issue Is
Oversubscribed

By Assvciated Press

New TYork, Ootober 15.—Better
prices for farm products and evi-
dences of increased Industrial activ-
ity marked the last week In busl-
ness and finance. A rally in grain
prices came oddly enough at a time
when It was clear that the crisis In
the Turkish difficulty had beén
passed. It was attributed partly ul
reports of smaller crops abroad. ‘In |

any event December wheat rose above |

§1.09 a bushel. ;

Domestic crop estimates, made pub-
lic by the department of agriculture;
show on the whole very little change.
Wheat {s now placed at 808,000,000
busheis, or only 8,000,000 bushels hq
than In the previous governménut es-
timate, while corn Is expected 10
yield 2,853,000,000 bushels, or 21,000,-
000 bushels lessg than was forecast on
Septsmber 1.

Cotton meanwhile rallled te above
22 cents a pound, partly as a be-
lated recognition of the bullish sta-
tisticial position, and partly because
trade buying, which was withhald
pending a settlement of the Near
East trouble, hag come Into mar-

ket. Textile mills y _mre
planning to extend tle
and are providing for r “n )
the matter of tln nuplu. ] '
prices are above

recent low and’ aro llhr e
than 1 cent below m ot m

year.
The week's federal h-
ment indicates both an!

volume of business qd a “ﬁi
of funds toward sl dls~

tricts. The reserve 'nuv pt ;.m,-a 4

tem lg, nearly 6 per cent bele
peak, which was reachad at

of the season of sum
¢is 'still, however,
per cent above the co
ure for A year ago.

Discounts, de-
posits and note circulation continue |

to grow, Meanwhile the tendency is
toward slightly firmer conditions in
the money market, although no sharp

© (Continuwed em Page Twe)
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| rank and file against the contin-

Here is the first official portrait of Justice George H.
Utah, successor to Justice Clark on United States supreme court bmch

P

Sutherland of

Thousands

of Former

Soldiers Gathering
For Legion Meeting

tion and Other National
cuss Problem of Caring

Convention Expected to Take Action Upon Bonus Ques-

Issues—Forbes Will Dis-
for Wounded Veterans

tinues for five days.

FRANCE SE
- NEAR EAST ISSUE
ENVOY DECLARES

Franklin-Bouillon, Returning
Home, Expresses Surprise
at Lloyd George’s Criti-
cism of Turkey

By Associated Press

Toulem. France, October 15—
France, bBot Great Britaln, is entitled
to the omdef eredit for bringing about
armistice agreement with Turkey,
sald M. Franklin-Boulllon, special
French envoy to the Near East, when
he was shown Premier TLloyd
George's speech today, He left for
Paris to make a report to Premier
Polncare of his mission to Mustapha
Kema] Pasha. The envoy praised the
attitude of the Turks and expressed
surprise at Mr. Lloyd George's crit-
lelsm of Turkey.

“It is to our dear country, to
France alone, that the world is in-
debted for having brought about a
definite understanding that assures
peace,” he declared. “France alone

knew how to talk to Turkey, and
that should not be forgotiten.'

ENGLISH POLITICIANS
UNCERTAIN OF FUTURE
London, October 15 —Premier Lloyd

Geme returned today., He matdw‘iu:

“rédeption from crowds o

3#&:1'5'? d.ga.d a long conference

'with Winston Churchill, secretary for

the colonies,

Mr, Churchill will be In chargs of
the Irish debate when parliament
takes up. ratification of the new Irish
constitut

The #rlmtw . speech at Manchester
leaves political cireles at a loss to
prognosticate tha next politieal
movemept. It'is generally supposed
m thm-wlll be an early dissolu-

this supposition does

‘not arise from anything the premiér

sald, but from a general review of ail

‘the factors in the saltuation, and

above all, from the conviction that

the spesches of the premier and the
colonial secretary, from which so
much wag expeoted, have left things
just as they were before and have|

‘done nothing to arrest the progress

of the revolt {n the conservative

T

mm of Lloyd George’s leadership.
‘premler's apologia, as many
gpurlho hls speech, has not served 1o
turn. away the -H”u.-r e of critl-
fv]m Iately lw ‘his Near East-
ern policy. J. Garvin, in the Sun-
{day Observer, ponned one of the most.
mﬂuu tnﬂlcmcnu of that polley,
‘pointing out how, owing

to the ex- |

(Continwed on Pags Two.)

| {stence within tho ub!llt two op-
5 cles, it : possible
towards
the gov-

" between |
London, lrt com-
mentators on the spes of Premier
Lloyd George in Mano r, writing
in the mcrning papers » make

By Assocl ated Press
New Orleans, Oc¢tlober 15.—Soldiers, sailors and marines of four years
ago, members of the American Legion, were gathered here tonight for
their fourth annual national convention, which begins tomorrow and con-

It s a convention which Is sched-
uled to accomplish much business
and shaps policles for futurs course
of the Leglon.

Last year's Amercan Leglon eon-
vention in Kansas City, with Marshal
Fooh, Admlira] Harl Beatty of Eng-
land, General Diaz of Italy and Gen-
eral Jacques of Belglum as dlatin-
gulshed guests, was a combination of
pageant and reunion on a glgantic
scale,

What the Leglon's futures pollcy
will be on adjusted eompensation;
what, 1f any, eriticiam of

the compensation measure during the
last session of Congress when Pres-
ident Harding's veto was sustalned,
were, of course, outstanding ques-
tions. But they were by no means
ths only questions of Importance to
be brought before the Leglon conven-
tion.
Work For Dianbled Men

Discussion of the progress made in
caring for the disabled, the work of
the United States veterans' bureau,
the part played by Brig. Gen., C. BE.
Sawyer, the Presldent's personal
physlclan, in connection with
hospiualization, wera also sched-
uled for shdrp discussion. Col. C. R.
Forbes, head of the veterans' bureau,
ls here, and his presence has already
brought the charge from Willlam F.
Deegan, head of the New York con-
vention delegation, and & candidate
for national commander to succeed
Hantord McNair, that Forbes was
here to influence the convention at
the Instance of the republican ad-
ministration In Washington. a charge
sharply denied by Forbes, who said
he was here with a staff of special-
ists to co-operate with ths Leglon
problems having to do with disabled
men.

Committesa meetings went forward
today with completion of the reports
of committees appolnted by the Le-
gion to deal with Americanlzation,
rehabilitation, hospitalization, legls-
Jation and similar topics having to
do with veteran welfare work.

Fewer Uniforms Seen

Meanwhile the rank and file of the
veterans here for the conventlon
poured In Iin Increasing numbers to-
day and tonight from all parts of the
country. It was notlceable that there
wers many less men wearing tneir
uniforms this year than has been the
case at previous eonventions. Per-
haps a good many of the uniforms
ars worn out—after all, it has beenm
nearly four years since the flghting
in the Argonne and along the Meuse.
And doubtless a good many clvilian
walst and collar lines are no longer
adapted to the military regalla that
thelr owners brought home from the

.war four years ago.

Another notlceabls feature of the
convention was the large number of
women who came with their soldier
relatives to partieipate in the festivi-
ties which will accompany the con-
ventlon of the American Legion aux-
fllary, the women's organlzation,
which meets at the same time.

SBummer weather greeted the con-
vention visitors today, and under a

‘brilllant sun, palm trees, oleanders
and roses, gave a tropical touch to

‘the setting.

MISS lm FLYER
Andalusia, October 15.—(Special.)—

‘Miss Eva Moss, stunt flyer, who was

scheduled to be in Andalusia at the
third annual fair, October 23 to 28,
was almost instantly killed at Chat-
tanooga yesterday, it became known
today, and the officlals of ths falr
association were greatly shocked
mpon receipt of the news

|

»

HARDING PRAISES
ACHIEVEMENTS OF
PRESENT CONGRESS

Says Achievements Are So
Helpful They Will Not Be
Forgotten by the Amer-
ican People

By Asscolated Prees

Washington, October 15.—Presi-
dent Harding in a letter to Repre-
esntative Mondell of Wyoming, re-
publican leader of the House, ex-
présses his belief that the general re-
sults of the accomplishments of the
republican Sixty-sixth and Sixty-
seventh Congresses “have been so
helpful to American welfare that they
will not fail to appeal to the Ameri-
can people.”

The President, Iin hls letter, made
publie tonight, further declares

“Few Congresses have bsen called
upon for such arauous service as has
been exacted from the Sixty-seventn.

It hns been In approximatsly continu-
ous sitting from the day It came Inte
existence, 1In the realm of achlove-
ment, Its record ia notable. 1 doubt
If any Congresa in our history has
accomplished so impressive a volumae
of work, touching so wide a range
of national Interest.
IDgunl to Strain

“One must ‘dissent froem th too
prevalent ldea that our plan of con
gressional government is not proving
equal to thes straln of these times
The most casual student of history,
comparing the legislative record of
the reconstructien period following
the Civil war with that of the period
following the World WAar, must
roallze that we have gone far toward
lessening partisan, factional, personal
and sectional strife in the law-mak-
ing process, Whoever wlll compare
the turbulent period of legislative
and political history from the close
of the Civil war to the end of Presl-
dent Hayes' administration with the
record made sinca the armistice, four
venrs ago, must agree with thia judg-
ment. He will find in the earlier

-

period, such convulsions as marked
the Impeachment of one FPresident,
an embittered national election con-

test, and a prevalent confliot between
legislativa and executive branches.
Contrasted with that showing the
husiness-like fashion In which the
Slaty-seventh Congress haa ad-
dressed ltself tp lts huge task anght
to inspire us with the convietion that
condtions noewadays are met quite
as fortunately as may be expeated.
Task Wan Diffienit

‘Moreover, Clvil war reconstruc-
tion was simpler than the reconstruc-
tion we are carrylng on, becauss fol-
lowing tha Clvil war It was possible
for our country to lean upon the fi-
nancial and economlie strength of
other countries which had not suf-
fered by the struggle, whereas today
our strength is the staff upon which
others would lean. Then we find not
a few of them turning tv us for help.

“If It be urged that we cannot
fairly compare the conditions of one
generation with those of another,
then lat thers be a comparison of the
progress which cur country has
heen making since tha armistice with
that of any other major belllgerent
In thy World war. It must be agreed
that wa have come through this try-

(Continued on Page Two,)

Farmer Is Killed,
Teacher Injured;

Result of Fight

By Associated Press

Okalona, Miss, October 15.—Thamas
1ladley, a farmer living near here,
wos killed; Miss £lbur Crichton,
teacher In the high schocl, wags struck
Iy & stray bullet and slightly wound-
«d, and John Hadley and Lea Sum-
mer are under arrest as the result
of a pistol fight between the three
men In front of a church here last
night., Officera say the shooting was
a result of a feud which started when
John Hadley's father gave Informa-
tion which resulted in the seizure of
several moonlhine stills In this
cLunty,

Seaport Conference

Held Here Today

Mobils, October 1!
Moblle will be
ftate-wide seaport amendment con-

ference at Blrmingham Monday by

Joseph H. Lyons, county chalrman;
Thomas W. Stevens, assistant chalr-
man, and Harry T. Hartwell, city
commisgloner, in charge of docks In
Moblile,

City Commissloner
Invade southeast
Tuesday, and will explaln to the
voters the merits and provisions of
the amendment. Tueaday afterncon
he will speak at Troy and that night
at Ozark. On Wednesday he wlill go
to Dothan, spending the entire day
and making an address at Hartford
Thursday morning, Geneva in the
afternoon, at Andalusia at night, Fri-

Hartwell will

day at Elba in the morning and at

Luverne Iin the afternoon.

Two More Cases of
Gland Robberies

Reported to Police

By Assoclated Press
Chicago, October 15.—Heports
of two more newly discovered

canes of gland larceny, following
the report that Joseph Waosenink
had been overgome and robbed of
a gland, were in the hands of tl-
poliee tomight.

Henry Jobnsonm, anm tluuldu.
on hearing of the operation per-
formed om Wosenlak, voluntarily
came forward and sald that he
had beem the victim of a similar
attack. He added that he was
told at the hoapita] where he was
treated, of a third vietim.

Dr. Hugh M. MeKennle of the

made by the soclety to halt what

neemed teo be & mew form of
banditry,

15.—(8pecial,)—
represented at the

Alabama on next

* »

erans Attacked

W. S. Johnson Shot Through

The Heart at Roadhouse
On Montgomery Highway

Ben McDempsey Brought to City Jail on Charge of

Murder—Young Girl Shot Through the Knee in
Melee—Witnesses of the Tragedy Give En-
tirely Different Versions of the Affair

The dead man was Johnson, who
was shot through the heart, and the
woman was Miss Henry Coranes, 812
Seventeenth street, north.

The remains of Johnson were
brought Iinto Birmingham last night,
following the arrival of Coroner
H. D. Russum and deputies from theas
county Jjall on the scene, ars
belng held at Johna' pending funeral
yarrangements to be made rela-
itl\o..-_l. He 1s uurvi\-'ed hy
| Mrs. R. J, Johnson of Pelham,
brothers and two alsters.

by
his mothear,
Lwo

Misn Coranez recelved maedleal
treatment at the Hillman hoapltal,
whers she was brought in the taxi
of George Joseph. She was later re-
moved to 8t. Vincent hospital, where
she was resting well late last night.

Deputy sheriffs left the
morning at 1 o'clock to
'emprey, who It was understood,
|was walting for them at the scene
of the shooting. They returned with
the prisoner at 2 o'clock.

McDemsey clalma self defence and
stated to the officers that Johnson
shot the girl and then drew his gun
on him when he shot him.

Mra. Johnson's Statement

According to a statement mades by

city this
arrest Mao-

Mrs. Tlose Barrett Johnson, divorced
wife of the slain man, who was
present when the shooting occurred,

she arrived In Birmingham yesterday
from Atlantn, and had secured the
tax! driven by Joseph to go to Pal-

ham to attempt to effect a recon-
celllation between them, The injured
woman accompanlied her.

She sald that her hushand was not
(at s mother's residence, and that

she started back to town,

She said that as their car stopped
at the place of MeDempsey, her for-
mer husBand came out and asked har
out of the car, and the two walked
into tha McDempsey house td get a
saft drink.

Mre. Johnson sald that she was
walking in front of her husband and
had told MeDempsey, who was in the
pldce, what she wanted. She said
that about that time her husband
entered. Mra, Johnson said that as
Johnson appeared in the doorway,
MeDempsey, without a word, drew
his weapon and filred three times,
her husband falling to the ground,
whore he dled a few seconds later.
Mrs. Johnson sald that MeDempsey,
flourlshing his gun, ordered every-
one out of the place under pain of
death, 8he siald that she then, ac-
companied by C,. . Chambers, 1420
PPhelan strest, south, came back into
the city with the Injured girl.

When questioned regarding the
manner in which Miss Coranez had
come to be Injured, Mrs, Johnson sald
that sha did not know unless some
of the bystanders had shot her,

Mrs, Johnson sald that her husband
had a pistol {n his pceket, although
he never hod a ¢hance to pull It out,

DMtferent Veralon

George Joseph, tax! driver, told an
entiraly different wversion of the
shooting from: that of Mrs. Johnson,
He sald that he had taken Mras, John-
stn and Miss Coranes to Felham and
was on the return trip. when John-
gon walved him down at MeDemp-
sey's place. Joseph eald that John-
son ordered Mlas Coranez out of the
car, and as she stepped to the ground
Johnson fired at her one time with a
pistel, the victim falling to the
ground. Joseph was under the Im-
preassion that Johnson had mistaken
Miss Coranez for Mrs, Johnson, he is
quoted as saying by pollee officera.

Joseph sald that after shooting
Miss Coranes, Jchnson walked back
toward the place of McDempsey and
almost simultaneously three shots

A man lay dead and a woman was on the ground, shot through her
left knee, when the smoke cleared away from a pistol duel between
W. 8. Johnson, 21, of Pelham, and Ben McDempsey, at the roadhouse
of the latter, six miles from the city, on the Montgomery highway.
The affalr oceurred about 12 o’clock last night.

ENGLAND TO MAKE
INTEREST PAYMENT
[0 AMERICA TODAY

Checks and Treasury Certifi-
cates Totalling $50,000,-
000 Will Be Paid to Fed-
eral Reserve Bank

By Associnted Fress

New York, Ootober 15.—The British
government will make the first pay-
ment of Interest on her American
war loans to the United States gov-
ernment tomorrow when checks and
troasury certificates totalling 3$50,-
000,000 will be pald to the federal re-
serve bank here for the federal ac-
count of the treasurer of the United
States by J. P. Morgan & Ce., acting
as agents of the British government.

TThe British loans of approximately
$4.500,000,000 have heen for sometimas
the center of discussion regarding
the payment to this country by her
war allles of war loans of more than
$11,000,000,000, A British commlission
with power to negotiate terms for
the payment of the British loans Is
expected to arrlve here soon to dis-

cuss the sltuation with Washington
officiale. According to unefficial ad-
vices from Liomdon, Great Britaln has
promised full payment. '

Previous payments to the Unlited
States by the Britlsh government
have been for the purchases of sil-
ver amounting to several hundred
milllons of dollars, made during the
war.

For several months the British
government has been sending gold to
this country and also buylng dollar
exchange In anticipation of the first
Interest payment on the war loans
J. I, Morgan & Co. estimated the gold
shipments at between $25,000,000 and
$30,000,000.,

CHILD 1S INJURED
IN FALL FROM TREE

Pell Clty, October 15.~—(Bpecial.)—
Clyde Meechan, seven-year-old son of
Will F. Meehan of this place, is at
the point of death as the result of
a fall from a tree here thls afterncon,
The child was playing with several
comriades when the aceldent occurred
and had not regalned consclousness

late tonight, Internal Injuries are
feared,
;;nx oult. Ilo r-llcl that he dla not scn

the shootlng of Johnson, however.

Coroner I!tussum, with the assist-
ance of deputles from the sheriff's of -
fice, conducted a probre “Into the
double shooting at the scene last
night. He will eonclude his Investi-
gatlon today,

With the killing of Johnson last
night four murders have occurred in
Birmingham and viethity since Friday
at midnight, two of the victims being
white men.
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My Favorite

BY IRVIN S. COBB

Stories

Pari
at. He stood about six
of the moon,
a hack. He wore &

ancient campaign hat.
ticular; he was just standing there,

serters and malingerers.
one of them snapped out
fellow really

gosling, marching off to the calaboose
gt e ak i &
the y, and on
merelyg turned his head
“Speakin’ to me, boss?”
To be on the safe llde.
“Whut kinder papers?”

uw Y, bﬂ“,”
in Sant.Nazare?”

“Explains what?”

Here n in

.

' dem niggers.’

“Pygpers? No? Huh. Boss, 1 ain't
got no more papers 'n & ha'nt. Bffen
you needs papera to git about on, you
gen'elmen better tex me an' lock
me up right now, ‘kass I tells you,
p'intedly, I ain't got nary paper to
my name."

They took him te Ne. 18 Rue St
Anne, where our provost marshal ia

ir slipped nearer
ﬁem barked the command right in his ear,
and inquired politely:

jone of them asked for his papers.

“Your military papers—your pass—something to identify you by.
e asked, “does you need papers to go 'round wi

The Epic of Watterson Towers
When two military poﬁcemen came upon him in the Gare du Nord, at
one day in the summer of 1918,
feet two i; hial n(i:el:u agt 4 e e gt
1 hole at 12 o’clock at nig uring a ec
T bhc::n:l'l:ec\::s aos eb:oad between the shoulders as the back of
khaki shirt, & pair of ragged blue
He didn’t appear to be going anywhere in par-

icture worth loolu
broken brogans, an

e made a

overalls and an

olice of the A. E. F. had a scheme for trapping de-
Now the military p They edged close up behind a suspect and then
“Shun!” in the tones of a drill officer.
was a truant from service, force of habit and the shock of
rise together made him come to attention and then he was a gone

If the

and nearer until they could

m

“This ain’t St. Nazare,” they told him; “this is Paris.”
My Lawd! Den dat 'splains it.”

o 'Splains w'y 1 couldn’t fms all dem niggers dey tole me wuz in Sant.
Ni dis time—ever since dis mawnin'—an’
I didn’t know it. No wonner I couldn’t locate dem big wharf boats an’

“Never mind that—1I just asked you where are your papers?”

Paris had his headquarters, and there
the tale came out. I got It first hand
from a captaln o! the iImntelligence
department, who sxamined him, and
I know I got It straight. becawse the
captain had been & on
the Big Time befors he algmed up

(Continusd on Fage Twe)




